





SECURITY ._. 4 ICATION (fam) = | 72 4 “GS 
ee: Poe ob 
eee 


renee: 


CE OR H 
SEeOET 





DISPOSITION FORM 





ecurny informatio ; 





Scourity—Tafsrmallen 


rans 





| FILE NO. SUBJECT 





Study - Analysis of Chinese Nationalist Raids 


TO G2 AFFR (Adv) FROM J2 ; DATE 11 Feb 53 ee 
; : LtCol Pizgzi/ac 
265-290 


1. With.the recent change of governmental policy, Formosa is now the focal 
point of international interest. Such news stories as AP 90 of 11 Feb (Incl 1) are 
increasing in number and adding greatly to worldwide speculation of future Chinese 
Nationalist courses of action. The Chinese Nationalist inability to launch and 
sustain an invasion of Red China is known. However, the Nationalists do appear to 
have a considerable capability for conducting raids against targets on Tasaese 
Communist held Islands and ageinst the mainland. 


2. In view of these factors, it is desired that G2 AFFE (Adv) prepare a study 
for probable presentation to the CinC. The study is to consist of an analysis of 
Chinese Nationalist raids conducted during 1952,and to date in 1953, to include the 
following: 





at Number, strength, targets, objectives sa effectiveness of Chinese 
Nationalist raids. 


~"b. Any discernible trends in either the pattern of raids or in Chinese 
Communist reactions thereto. 


“ec. in appraisal of Chinese Nationalist capabilities to increase the 
number and strength of such raids, and possible Chinese Communist reaction thereto. 


3. It is further desired that G2 AFFE (Adv) make an appraisal of -the strength, 
location, activities, effectiveness and Chinese Nationalist control and assistance 
to militant guerrilla formations in Communist China. 


4. Request that the foregoing information be submitted in four copies, 
including any maps, to J2 by 171200 Feb. 4 . 


1 Incl 
, AP 90, 11 Peb 53 
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HAXINUM OF he 598 NATIONALISTS WERE CONDUCTED FROM JULY“THROUGH ake 
DECEMBER up TWO MORE -IN JANUARY WERE ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK. 
I THE 4 1D LESSER RAIDS LAST! YEAR THE CHINA MAINLAND WAS HIT. THR Be 
TIMES, WHILE THE ISLAND OUTPOSTS HELD. BY COMMUNIST ‘FORCES. ON 
COASTAL APPROACHES WERE ATTACKED NINE TIMES So, THE GENERAL SAID. 
. THE OFFICIAL CLATEED THREE BATTALIONS OF COMMUNISTS’. Cl, 500 TO . 
2,900 NEN) WERE WIPED OUT IN THE MATNLAND ATTACKS ON THE. CHE KEANG AND: 
“FUKIEN COASTAL AREAS. he, a 
THE GENERAL pen erate STRENGTH ALONG. THE- CHINA COAST AT 
8. G50.6 : . Se GS : 
con NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS WAS ESTIMATED AT MORE THAN 660,809. 
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BY SPENCER MOOSA e ? 


TAIPAH, FORMOSA, WEDNESDAY, FEBe ‘11-CAP)-A SENIOR CHINESE NATIONALIST - 


GENERAL. DISCLOSED TUESDAY THAT SEABORNE.ANTI-COMMUNIST RAIDERS 
HAVE HIT THE CHINESE REDS 15 TIMES IN THE PAST ce MONTHS IN 
A PRELUDE TO HEAVIER BLOWS. - 

' HE ESTIMATED. GUERRILLAS INFLICTED 2265 690: CASUALTIES ‘ON THE REDS. 
IN ALL OPERATIONS IN 1952, BUT MADE NOQ "ESTIMATE OF GUERRILLA — 
LOSSES « | r . 

THE LARGEST RAIDER FORCE INVOLVED 6 5 BGO Cae WHILE. “A DOZE N OTHER 


ATTACKS. “INVOLVED 1) 5OG6 
“THE: HIGH MILITARY OFFICER AT GENE -RALISS Iflo CHIANG’ KAIL-SHEK'S WaD- _ 
QUARTERS ALSO TOLD NEWSMEN OF A PLAN ‘TO ALRDROP AMMUNITION, MACHINE | ~ 


GUNS AND OTHER SUPPLIES REGULARLY TO NATI@NALIST GUERRILLAS BASED IN 
HIGH, SNOW-CRUSTED MOUNTAINS IN THE RED gHTNA HINTERLAND, 1,592 
MILES FROM FORMOSA. 

THE GENERAL, WHO ASKED “THAT HIS NAME ABE. WITHHELD: 
WOULD BE DROPPED BY NATIONALIST AIR FORCE B-17 FLYING FORTRESSES ‘ONCE 


EVERY ‘TWO WEEKS. HE DID NOT PINPOINT fiE AREA. “BUT HE REVEALED SEVEN 7 


| SUCH FLIGHTS, EACH COVERING A TOTAL oF So eeu? MLLES 9, WERE MADE. ‘LAST! 


YEAR’ BETWEZN MARCH AND OCTOBER. 


APS1 a i | ae oe 
(A 1,560 MILE ARC FROM TAIPEH COVERS A SWEEP FROM CENTRAL MANCHURIA | 
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IN THE NORTHWEST, ACROSS INNER MONGOLIA AND TIBET TO THE BURMA AND 
INDOCHINA BORDER’ AREAS IN THE SOUTHWEST LT. GEN. LI. MI'S GUERRILLA - 
HEADQUARTERS IN THE RUGGED. BURMA- - YUNNAN -BORDER AREA IS SOME. 4 AS 
MILES WEST OF TAIPEH.) 
THE NATIONALIST OFFICER ALSO. RESCLOSED. THAT LEAFLETS: PROMISING Bin 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK COMEBACK ON THE MAINLAND--BUT.~ NOT STATING WHEN-- 


‘WOULD BE DROPPED THIS WEEK, BEFORE ‘THE START. OF THE, ‘CHINESE NEW YEAR. 


ON FEBS 44. 


THE, EDERAL CLAIMED THAT ACCORDING - TO INFORMATION RECEIVED IN. 
TAIPEH THERE YAS GREAT EXCITEMENT ON THE RED MAINLAND WHEN NEWS SPREAD 
THAT PRESIDENT EISENHOWER HAD LIFTED THE BAN ON NATIONALIST MILITARY 


‘OPERATIONS AGAINST THE MALNLAND® 


AN IMPRESSION THAT FREE CHINA 1 WOULD. ATTACK IMMEDIATELY WAS CREATED 


; HE SAID. COMMODITY PRICES ROSH 12 TO 43..PER. CENT. 


. THE COMMUNISTS ALSO DID THEIR UTHOST TO, CURB WHISPERS AND PAMORS 
THAT FEB. 14, THE NEW YEAR ADVENT , WOULD. BE A BAD DAY FOR THE REDS 
HE SAID. | | 


RE tr trata 


APS2 i . ae 
THE GUERRILLA RAIDS BEGAN oft A TW1CE-MONTHLY AVERAGE. LAST JULY AND 


_ HAVE CONTINUED THROUGH JANUARY), TECHNICALLY THEY WERE. IN VIOLATION 


OF THE OLD DIRECTIVE OF ee TRUMAN BANNING FORMOSA=BASED 


- OPERATIONS. AGAINST THE MAINLAN, THE GENERAL LEFT: NEWSMEN TO INFER 


THAT: THE RAIDS MUST HAVE HAD THE TACIT APPROVAL OF U.S. AUTHORITIES. 
THE GENERAL -DISCLOSED FOR THE FIRST-TIME THAT $5 989. ‘NATIONALIST | 


/ . RAIDERS TOOK: | PART IN THE PREVI USLY. ANNOUNCED RAID’. "ON. NANJIH ISLAND 


OPPOSITE FORMOSA LAST OCTOBER. THE RAID, BIGGEST OF ITS“ KIND SO FAR, 
WAS STAGED FROM QUEMOY, ISLAND, OUTPOS T MEANING "GOLDEN. GATE 5" 96° 
MILES SOUTH OF NANJIH. -SOME: 889 RED PRISONERS WERE TAKEN.’ 

' BESIDES THIS PARTICULAR AS AULT, 12 OTHER RAIDS INVOLVING A 


- MAXIMUM. OF "t 950 NATIONALISTS MERE ’ CONDUCTED” FROM JULY THROUGH - 


- DECEMBER, AND TWO MORE -IN JANUARY WERE -ANNOUNCED. THIS WEEK. 


ae aie "GD 2 : a 


IN THE 12 LESSER RAIDS LAST YEAR THE CHINA MAINLAND: WAS ° — THREE 
TIMES » WHILE THE ISLAND OUTPOSTS HELD BY COMMUNIST FORCES.ON ° 


COASTAL APPROACHE &S WERE ATTACKED NINE TIMES » THE GENERAL SAID. 


» THE OFFICIAL CLAIMED THREE -BATTALIONS OF’ COMMUNISTS (1,58 .TO 
669 MEN) WERE WIPED OUT IN THE MAINLAND ATTACKS | ON: THE Shenae AND 
FOKIEN COASTAL AREAS. 
. THE GENERAL ESTIMATED - COMMUNIST STRENGTH ALONG THE CHINA COAST AT 
AS GBS. 
THE NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS: WAS ESTIMATED AT MORE. THAN SW OOS , 
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STUDY--ANALYSIS OF CHINESE NATIONALIST RAIDS 
INTRODUCTION: Developments along the China Coast opposite Formosa. 
Until mid-1952, The Nationalist attitude generally was defensive, Limited 


Nationalist raids were made; however, during 1951 ‘and early 1952, the Communists 


were aggressive in the offeshore island region and drove off Nationalist guerrillas 


disposed on several of the northernmost islands, By September-October 1952, howe 


ever, the Nationalists had become the aggressive forse to the -point of launching 


_ -successive raids upon three widely separated points, The largest of these raids 


was upon Nanjihtao Island which the Nationalists held for three days and which 
romltofin the capture of some 800 Cor prisotiers, and reportedly over 2,000 
Communist fatalities, ‘Approxinately 5,000 Nationalist regulars and guerrilla- 
commandos participated in the Nanjihtao. operation, and Nationalist naval vessels 
successfully intercepted Commmist reinforcements, - 

A virtual flood of reports, emanating primarily put not entirely from 
Hong Kong, point to hurried and extensive fortifications of the entire coast runs 
ning generally from.Shanghai to the Imichou PeninsulasHainan Teland rezion, The 
Communists reportedly are anticipating early large=scale raids to be followed, 
during 1953, by an invasion, While improvement of défenves in this coastal 
region is accepted, the reports-smany of which are press releases-ssugze sting . 
extensive fortifications of the entire coast are believed #6 be exaggerated, 
The military expenditure involved in such extensive fortifieation in itself 
probably is prohibitively high, Current indications are that the Communists 
are concentrating on fortifying the larger coastal centers, particularly the: 
port areas, and the approaches $0 game, including -~ from north to souths (1) the 
Chushan Island Archipelago which controls the approaches to Haghnod Bay and 
Shanghais (2) the port of Fuchou; (3) the island of Amoy and adjoining port 
facilities which are located within eight miles of a Nationalist garrison of over 
50,000 regular troops; (4) the port of Swatou in eastern Kwangtmg Province; ; 
(5) The Bearl River Estuary region, adjoining Hong Kong and which controls the 
water approaches to Canton; and (6) Hainan Island and Iuichou Peninsula, Other 
. coastal centers also may pe involved in the fortification program, 

While anticipation of, and preparation to meet, increased Nationalist 
operations in the coastal region is indicated by the improvements of coastal 


defenses, a seemingly contradictory development has occured, Since mid~1952, 
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the Communists have. redeployed major components of at least three armies and. 


possibly as many as six armies from the Southeast and South Chine coastal region, 


Iwo of these armies and elements of a third are now disposed in Korea. A few 
reports suggest that veteran units in Korea are being or will be rotated to this 
coastal region; however, as yet, these reports are unconfirmed. 


A. NUMBER, STRENGTH, TARGETS, OBJECTIVES, AND EFFECTIVENESS. OF CHINESE - 
NATIONALIST RAIDS. 


1. Number and type of raids: © 
-@ 29 Commendo raids sinadsued between 1 June 51 and 31 Jan 55. 
b. 62 shipping intercepts between 6 Oct 51 and 31 Jan 53. 
c. 7 sabotage acts. . 
de 280 leaflet dropss 
2. Strength of raids: . 
a Average strength of raids is 400. Largest raid was 5,000 mem. 
on 11 Oct 52. . | 
be. It is felt that the total number of raids, 29, and the strength 
figures above do not include many small raids, conducted on the initiative of 
local commanders, who do not always report to MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE (un) . 
5. Targets selecteds | 
a. Targets are generally lightly-held garrisons in vulnerable positions 


such as a peninsula. Off-shore islands are frequent objects of attack and they 


change hands often. Resistance offered by the defenders usually depends on their 


importance as bases and their relative position to other supporting islands. 

b. The off-shore island guerilla forces operate armed junks which 
interfere with shipping by all powers and harass Chi Com bases. They are only 
partially controlled by the CHI Nats who have had to execute one leader (after 
the master of a British Vessel was killed during one incident) in an attempt 
to eep.cthan in rein. 

4. Objectives behind raids: 

a. Psy War aspects; to impress the Chi Coms and mainland population. 
In this regard, Nationalists have not selected bigger targets than they could 
handle, and have been careful to maintain strict discipline, refraining from 


looting and other activities which would offend the populace. 
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b. Destruction and capture of chi Com troops and equipment. 

Ge Experience and training for regular troops and guerrillas. 

d. Establish and maintain contact with mainland guerrillas. 

@- Impose a blockade of the China Coast, disrupting Chi Com supply 
and adding to Nationalist guerrilla larder by seizing ship cargoes. 
5. Effectiveness of Raidss 
a. Present operations are obtaining some success in destroying or 
capturing troops and equipment. Available figures indicate 1,200 Chi Com and 
Militia troops captured, and a minimum of 2,400 killed. 

be Regular and guerkilla forces are gaining in strength and experience. 

c. Some mainland guerrilla comtacts being made resulting in improved 
organizations 

d. Only mediocre success resulting from attempted plockege; strained 
relations resulting with some governments over ship seizures and incidents of 
piracy which MND disclaim. 

B. TRENDS 

i. frends in Nationalist Raids: The tendency has been towards an increase 
in activity, with more effective raids conducted by larger and better trained 
groups. fEncrease in the use of regular troops, to assist the guerrilla-commandos, 
has been noted. Naval support has improved. 

2 Trends in Chi Com Reactions to Nationalist Raids: 

& Chi Com reaction to Nationalist raids is difficult to distinguish 
from general defensive preparations made along the China Coast from Shanghai to 
Canton. 

b. Frequent reports indicate Chi Com intention to attack Nationalist- 
held off-shore islands from which the raids are launched, however no large-scale 
attempts have been made to deny the Nationalists all of these bases. 

e. Chi Com reaction to Nationalist blockade attempts has been to form 
convoys of small craft escorted by gunboats. 


Co APPRAISAL OF CHINESE NATIONALIST CAPABILITIES TO INCREASE THE NUMBER AND 
STRENGTH OF RATDS. 


1. MAAG Formosa, accepted as the best available source on this subject, 
was queried directly on 12 Feb 53, with answer to this effect: 


a. Present capability to launch company and battalion raids from island 





SPECTAT. 


SN ET Pps ee Peyept 
R Prowse ayo Pa Nd TD . ni O : 
Wabash ty EO 


pots IT TOs 








bases between Kinmen (Quemoy, west of Amoy} and Tachen (Taishan, south of 
Shanghai}. | . . 
b. Also able 5 conduct 5,000 man (equivalent ior aes RCT) raids from 
Kinmens | - 
om Expect to be able, one year from now, to launch division sided 
(11900) raids from Formosa and the peaxeacves: fiuch landing gear required. 
2. AFFE Comments 
&. While the above capabilities are somewhat lower than expected, it 


is felt that the limiting factor is primarily lack of equipment rather than 


deficiencies in training or morale. 


b. Other observers have expressed the opinion that there is a reluctance 


to expend (or risk) materiel through raids. This is understandable since con- 
siderable equipment is required before regular units will reach T/B levels, and 
adequate reserve stocks must be acquired before any mainland invasion can be 
contemplated. As examples; training of regular units has suffered from, among 
other things, lack of amaunition. Amphibious training, and the equipment level 
required for staging an invasion, will oth suffer proportionately to the emount 
expended through raids. 

ce On the other hand, vast and rapid deliveries of US MDAP equipment, 
satisfying all present and anticipated future needs, could create surplus stocks 
of some meen particularly of non-standard items presently being made to do, 
In that case it might be felt that an increase in the scope and tempo of raids 
would result in beneficial combat experience, etc., with no accompanying disad- 
vantages. Then large-scale raids could be conducted from Formosa, or the best 
trained divisions could be rotated with the unreorgenized armies in the Kinnen 
Commend, to operate ashore from there. | 

a. Other factors must be considered, such a8 the intentions of the 
Ministry of National Defense. The view may be held there that a show of force 


is not desirable at the present time. Raids sufficiently large to cause the 
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Chi Coms anxiety, while benefiting the UN in Korea by causing redeployment from there,’ 


may have reactions out of phase with the Nationalist's timetable. Such a course 
might precipitate retaliatory action against Foriose, sufficient to delay or 


eliminate possibility of a Nationalist comeback. At any rate, the Chi Cows might 


create too large a coastal defense barrier for a Formosa-based lodgement to succeed 
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ae 
against, hed the eventual attempt is made. Recent public statenents, attributed 


to President Chiang, have played down Nationalist capabilities.as far as olde 


would permit. 


D. CHI GO REACTION TO AW INCREASE IN WATIONALIST RAIDS WILL PROBABLY BE ONE, 


OR A COMBINATION, OF THE FOLLOWING: 
a. Acceleration of coastal defense preparations. 
be. Make a determined attempt to drive Nationalists off the off-shore island 
bases. | 
ce. Enlarged air effort to deny use of island pases. 
d. Make retaliatory air attacks against Formosa and The Pescadores. 
B. . EFFECTIVENESS OF GUERRILLAS AND MILITANT DISSIDENTS: 7 
le Estimates of the total number of militant dissidents toted, 200,000. 
6f this number the Chinese Nationalists havevconwet over and intermittent 
communication with approximately 50,000, The remaining 150,000 are militent 
dissidents who have no central guidance and have sprung up because of economic 
conditions, dissatisfaction, banditry, religious persecution, or anti-commnist 
inelinations, | 
2. The Nationalists have communication with guerrillas or commando units in 
the off-shore islands opposite Formosa, end are.probably in communication with 
doubeenad groups of guerrillas on the mainland. Control of the mainland elements, 
however, even in the rare tapeuee of direct radio contact, if believed to be 
nebulous. (The possible Seientiod wont be the guerrilla pieuente operating 
in close proximity of the Burma border.) 


35° Militant dissident elements on the mainlend are not believed to represent 


. @ serious military threat to the Chinese Communists, owing to their numbers, 


lack of integration, lack of weapons md local support, their relative isolation, 


and the limitations imposed by the Cimmnist security measures on their move- 


mentse Their potential, even with commencement of a hot war, is doubtful unless 
one of two conditions takes place: (1) Nationalists are able to establish 
Geseetive erin iabion With such elements and can take them under their control; 
(2) These elements come within areas liberated by a successful Nationalist 


invasion. 
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4, The effectiveness of Chinese Nationalist control over the militant 
dissidents is negligible at present, Some degree of effectiveness and control 
is exercised over guerrilla units on the mainland, but this is in large neb- . 
ulous, Commando type units or guerrillas based upon offshore islands are | 
more firmly under Nationalist control, <A potential 008 exist among all these 
units for iaieudoale implementation of irreguler ractane: much wpon the. same 


order as CCRAK operations in North Korea, 
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ADDENDUM TO 
ANALYSIS OF THE CHINESE NATIONALIST RAIDS 
C, APPRAISAL OF CHINESE NATIONALIST CAPABILITINS TQ INCRTASE THE NUMBER AND 
STRENGTH OF RAIDS, 7 


3. J~2 Comment: 


ae The Chinese Nationalist Air Force has a capability, not yet fully 
exploited, of implementing these raids in the following ways: 


(1) By conducting aerial reconnaissance to procure intelligence 
necessary for the successful conduct of these raids, While it is known that 
some aerial reconnaissance has been flown over areas-on the Chinese mainland _, 
by the ONAF, their capability to conduct such reconnaissance apparently has. - 


not: been fully exploited, This capability will increase after July 53 when the 


CNAF is programmed to receive 3 (F-94) reconnaissance aircraft. 


(2) By conducting night bombing missions using Formosa-based 


‘Bealits and Be25's, 


(3) By conducting ground support operations in connection with 
amphibious landing operations. 


. (a) The CNAF has 101 conventional fighters (F-Y47 and F~51) 
based in Formosa and the Pescadores within combat radius of much.of the China 
coast. This capability will be greatly augmented by the programmed delivery 
of 171 additional F-47 aircreft by May of 1953. A new program calling for the 


delivery of 100 F-8l—F's (swept-wing), commencing in July 1953, will further augment 


this capability. 


(>) 18 B+25 aircraft are available ‘for ground support. 


(4) The CNAF has 165 transvort aircraft and the troop-carrier 
units are reported to be the best qualified mits in the CNAF, These units 
would be available to lift airborne units and to conduct. aerial resupply 
missions, : 


D, CHI COM RWACTION TO AN INCR@ASE DIN NATIONALIST RAIDS WILL PROBABLY BE ONE 
’ OR A COMBINATION, OF THE SOLLOWING: © 


ec, and d, J~2 Comment: In connection with the increased communist air effort 
to deny the use of off-shore island bases, and retaliatory raids against Formosa . 


and Pescadores, the Chinese Communists have aircraft, not committed to the 
Korean war, stationed at bases near Shanghai and Canton, which could operat 
against the off-shore island bases, Formosa, and Pescadores, - 


. Near Shanghai are 40 jet fighters, 75 piston fighters, 70 ground~ 
attack aircraft and 90 piston light bombers, An additional 80 jet fighters 
are stationed near Canton, | Ke 


short-legged jet fighters and. gromd-attack aircraft would require 
bases located between Shanghai and Canton to operate effectively in the Fukien 


Province area against Chinese Nationalist. raids on the Tukien coast, and against 


Formose. and Pescadores, Within. 500 nautical miley (TU-2: Combat, 'hadius): of- 


Formose: ‘there are fifteen (15) airfields which are known to be operational: 


Five Class 2 ~ runway length; of 6000' or better 
Six Class 5 = runway length of 5000' or better 
Four Class 4 ~ runway length of 4000" or better 


The Class 2 and 3 airfields are capable of supporting MIG«15 operations; 
however, only two of these fifteen airfields are within 315 nautical miles 
(MIG~-15 combat radius) of Formosa. . Both of these airfields. are Class 2. 


‘Jad & stimates 
20 Feb 53 
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